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Washington DC

ALAMO BUSINESS RECEIVES STATE GRANT. Federal funds coming from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development's Community Development Block Grant program will enabl e
the Valley Wholesale Meat Company of Alamo to expand impressively.
These funds are channeled through the Texas Department of Community Affairs. an d
the TDCA advised me that it had approved $500.000 for Alamo to use as a revolving
loan fund for the benefit of Valley Wholesale Meat Co. This will help create about
110 new jobs--and you can't beat that.

We wish them well and hope they stay in

business for a long, long time.
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OSHA DECLINES TO ISSUE FEDERAL SANITATION GUIDELINES. Last week I made a statement
on the floor of the House of Representatives deploring the decision by the Occupatio nal
Safety and Health Administration to avoid issuing federal regulations governing personal sanitation for farmworkers in the fields.
In my statement. I did point out that Texas is one of only 13 states which has
gone ahead and implemented field sanitation standards. Texas has some good rules-and our rules are stricter than what OSHA would have issued if the agency had seen
fit to do so. Texas law requires toilets no more than 440 yards from the work site.
handwashing facilities and fresh drinking water for field laborers. There is still
some question as to the extent of full state-wide implementation of our rules. but
they are on the books.
Although OSHA's refusal to issue nation-wide standards will have no effect on
Texas--my chief concern is for those workers in states that unlike Texas have no
sanitation laws or regulations. OSHA overlooked them--and we must address ourselves
to the question of rectifying a dehumanizing situation where people are not afforded
common sanitary conditions--the lack of which can lead to many infectious diseases.
#
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WE ARE ALL CONSUMERS.
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Every man. woman and child in America shares a common denomi-

nator: we "consume." No matter if you are buying a sewing needle or a sailboat.
when you purchase. you consume. And April 22-28 has once again been dubbed National
Consumers Week. This comes by way of a Presidential Proclamation and it is intended
to thank Americans for "buying American" and to highlight the importance that a
consumer plays in keeping the engines of industry turning at high RPM's.
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Commerce and industry would grind to a halt if consumers turned up their noses
at any particular product--believe it or not, businesses gauge consumer receptivity
before proceeding down the assembly line. The only way to run a successful business
is to know what the consumer wants. And by the way, I might remind you--as Chairman
of the House Agriculture Committee--the farm sector is the largest consumer group.
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RIO GRANDE CITY STUDENT HONORED IN NATIONAL EDUCATION COMPETITION. Now this is really
something to crow about. Miss Belinda Gonzalez, 20 years of age and a current
student at Pan American University in Edinburg, has been awarded a $5,000, 1985-86
class year education scholarship by the prestigious Harry S Truman Scholarship
Foundation~

Belinda is from Rio Grande City.

Her scholarship was earned after competition on a nation-wide basis. The
Truman Foundation selects only one person from each state--and Belinda is the winner
hands down from Texas.
Nothing could be finer--and I have written Miss Gonzalez a letter hailing her
excellence and achievement.

She is a mathematics and english major at Pan American.

The Foundation has the option of renewing her scholarship after her senior year at
Pan Am and extending it for two more years of graduate
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LOS EBANOS FERRY AND FALCON DAM CROSSINGS TO REMAIN OPEN. Contrary to rumors
making the circuit. the Immigration and Naturalization Service assures me that its
recent re-opening of the Los Ebanos and Falcon Dam border crossing points is
permanent.
I made this announcement last week to South Texas, but since then there has
been talk that the re-opening was good for only 30 days. This is not so.
The crossing points are operating again--business as usual. And we hope
they stay that way. But a friendly reminder--if the matter comes up again, they
will be looking at the number of crossings.

So use the faCilities, now that we

have them back.

*
*
VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS.
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Mr and Mrs Fred Harris of Dilley; Mr Robert F Barnes

and Mr Douglas T Smalls of McAllen; Mr Joe Vera III of Pharr; Mr A C Durivage of
Lyford; Mrs Anne Simpson and children Garret, Amy and Cort (she ;s the former Anne
Pagenstecher of

r~Allen,

now living in

R1vers1de~

Connectlcut), and Mr Roscoe

Harvey and Mr David Hoelscher of Raymondville.
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